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MEMORANDUM 

 
TO:  FORT MCDOWELL YAVAPAI NATION TRIBAL MEMBERS 
 
SUBJECT: REPOSTING OF ELECTION ORDINANCE 
 
DATE: JUNE 16, 2021 
 
The Election Ordinance was posted for public comment on March 9, 2021. During the posting 
period, the Election Board (“Board”) made further revisions to the posted ordinance based on 
comments from the community and other considerations. On June 15, 2021, the Fort McDowell 
Yavapai Nation Tribal Council approved the following revisions to the posted ordinance: 
 

Sec. 3-5 (Bolded language is new) 
 

B. Moral Turpitude. A person who has been convicted of a felony, or who has been 
convicted of a misdemeanor involving moral turpitude in federal, state, or tribal 
jurisdiction shall not be eligible to hold any elected office under the Constitution. 
The following misdemeanors and no others shall be considered misdemeanors 
involving moral turpitude: bribery, embezzlement, extortion, deceit, fraud, 
misappropriation of funds, forgery, misbranding, perjury, rape, sexual offenses 
with a minor and theft. A crime involving conspiracy, attempt, or being an 
accessory will classify as a crime involving moral turpitude if the underlying 
offense involves moral turpitude. 

 
Explanation: The Board received many comments expressing concern over the list 
of moral turpitude misdemeanors included in the posted version. In response, the 
Board decided to reinstate the current list of thirteen misdemeanors, and merely 
add the bolded language. The new conclusion sentence just adds conspiracy, 
attempt, or accessory to any of those thirteen offenses as a moral turpitude offense. 

 
Sec. 3-12 (New subsections) 

 
O. Emergency Event. An “Emergency Event” is defined as an event, whether 
foreseeable or unforeseeable, that threatens the Board’s ability to safely hold the 
Election as previously planned, including but not limited to a disaster, fire, accident, 
severe weather, pandemic, epidemic, outbreak, quarantine, shortage of power, or 
failure of infrastructure. If an Emergency Event occurs, the Board shall consult with 
the Police Department on the existing safety concerns. The Board shall have sole 
authority to make alternative plans for Election Day, including but not limited to 
the number of people allowed at the polls at any given time, the location and hours 
of the polls, and the counting of ballots. The Board shall also have the sole authority 
to mandate necessary voter safety precautions. The Board shall minimize any such 
changes to Election Day. 

 
[Continued on Page 2] 
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Explanation: The Board added this subsection based on the Nation’s experience 
with COVID-19. If an emergency event occurs, the Board will have the freedom to 
make last minute changes, but only if such an event threatens their ability to hold 
a safe election. 

 
P. Safety Zone. The Board shall consult with the Police Department on the plans 
for Election Day involving voter access to the polls, parking, and traffic control. 
The Board has sole discretion to implement any such Election Day plans for such 
a purpose. 

 
Explanation: This subsection grants the Board authority to make safety decisions 
around access to the polls and traffic control after consultation with the Nation’s 
Police Department. The Board already does this in the days preceding the Election. 

 
The revised ordinance is posted at each site. Additionally, hard copies will be available at the front 
desk of the Dr. Clinton M. Pattea Tribal Government Office Building. If you have any questions, 
please contact Tamara Stewart at (480) 789-7171. 


